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BRAIN INJURY

The condition

· Head injury is the foremost cause of death and disability in young people
 

· An Acquired Brain Injury is an injury caused to the brain since birth. There are many possible causes, including a fall, assaults, a road accident, tumour and stroke.

· Every year approximately two-hundred thousand people sustain a brain injury of some sort. The effects of the injuries are usually for life, therefore the number of people living with brain injury will rise year on year.

· The effects of brain injury are often devastating and can include physical disability, memory loss, speech problems and rapid mood changes but have no impact on life expectancy.  For many, it is parents and relatives who will become the main carers

Prevalence

· Men are three times more likely to have a brain injury than women and men aged between 15-29 are FIVE times more likely to suffer brain injury.
· Across the UK, around 135,000 people are admitted to hospital each year as a consequence of brain injury – Tennant 2005 
The impact on social care services

Over the course of their lives, people with an ABI are likely to require input from many health and social care professionals including:

· Neuropsychiatrists 

· Neuropsychologists

· Consultant neurologists (and all other neurologists) 

· Consultant radiographers (not directly, but indirectly to interpret results of scans)  

· Occupational therapists 

· Physiotherapists/OTs etc.

· Social workers 

· Speech and Language Therapists 

· Dietician 

· Psychotherapist 

· Cognitive Behavioural Therapist 

· Nurses (hopefully more specialist nurses in future) 

The Organisation

Headway - the UK’s leading brain injury charity - provides support, services and information to brain injury survivors, their families and carers as well as professionals (health, legal etc).
Headway UK is an umbrella organisation (with office bases in Nottingham, London and Scotland) with a network of affiliated Headway Groups that run Headway Centres with employed staff and Headway Branches that are run on a voluntary basis throughout the UK.  The organisation offers information and support to people with brain injuries, their families and carers by operating a National Helpline, publishing numerous publications and fact sheets and a quarterly magazine.  Further details of services and the network of Groups and Branches can be obtained from our website:  www.headway.org.uk  Headway currently provides training courses in understanding brain injury, cognitive rehabilitation and sex and sexuality following brain injury. 

� House of Commons: Head Injury Rehabilitation, Health Committee Third Report. London: The Stationery Office: 2001 





